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tion." The Greek was just as convinced that pun-
ishment was unavoidable: "The man who has
sinned shall suffer," says Aeschylus.

There can be no doubt that Nature does pun-
ish with suffering in some rough proportion to
the offense, and with death as the ultimate peiv
alty. In many cases the suffering does not work
itself out, even by the fourth generation, but goes
on and on till pain and weakness are finally merged
in merciful extinction. Nevertheless, Nature is
no Rhadamanthus; she has her favorites and
shows all manner of kindness to her loved ones.

This is the heart of the new Gospel; we take
our cue from Nature, and Nature has no liking for
the Sunday-school scholar or the ascetic; she treats
the pulsc'eater and the Pharisee, the flagellator,
and formalist, a little more harshly than she treats
the profligate or the happy'go4ucky. The deep'
breasted Mother, indeed, shows a distinct prefer-'
ence for the riclvgenerous, hot-blooded, vigorous
personalities who scatter abroad sins and seeds,
sense and nonsense, out of the exuberance of
health and youth, and she forgives her favorites
their transgressions again and again, warning
them now with headaches and now with heart'
sinkings of the danger of evil courses.
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